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Date Activity

19th January

Revision fortnight begins.   Practical subjects will continue to 

set tasks. Other subjects will only set Home Learning tasks 

that are directly relevant for the Y9 Spring Exams.  

2nd February –

6th February
Y9 Exams

About these assessments.

These assessments are important because they can give students and parents an accurate
view of those subjects which may be particularly appropriate when Option Choices are
made in the spring of Y9.

These assessments mainly take place in Elmslie Hall, so that students experience formal
exams. Each department decides how much time the assessment will take. Some students
have ‘access arrangements’, which may include a different venue, scribe, reader, or extra
time.

Students will have feedback, from their teachers, after the assessments have been marked,
and parents will receive a formal report.

How to support your child.

1. Join with us in promoting a mentally healthy approach to school assessments. Children
should continue to participate in their normal clubs and leisure activities.

2. Use this information booklet to help your child create a revision timetable and help
motivate them to stick to it. There’s a template you could use at the end of this booklet.
Form tutors will support students to practise their revision skills in tutor sessions before
the revision fortnight begins.

3. Learn about the revision methods we teach them to use, in Y9, so that you can
encourage them to practise these tried-and-trusted techniques. Read about them on
the next page.

4. Make sure your child has the right equipment for each assessment. If they need
equipment which you cannot provide, please make contact with our Home School Link
Workers who will be able to help: hslw@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

5. During assessment week, be particularly firm about bedtimes, screen time and healthy
eating. Don’t forget that students can have free porridge before school, in Raynham
Canteen.

Visual Arts and Technologies (including Food & Nutrition) 

assess performance throughout Y9, 

using a very similar format to the assessment process at GCSE.    

Students will not sit assessments in these subjects, in assessment week.  

mailto:hslw@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk


How to revise
Leitner flashcards: 

• Question on one side, answer on the other  

• Key term on one side, definition on the other  

• Historical event on one side, key date on the other  etc.

How to...  

• Get 3 envelopes – write ‘everyday’ / ‘every 3 days’ / ‘every week’  

• Test yourself on your flash cards everyday  

• On day one, all cards start in the ‘everyday’ envelope  

• If you get the flash card correct, move it to your ‘every 3 days’ envelope. If you get it wrong, 
keep it in your ‘everyday envelope’  

• On the third day, test yourself on the ‘everyday’ and ‘every 3 days’ envelope.  Cards that are 
correct, move to ‘every week’ envelope, cards that are wrong, move back to ‘everyday’  

• On the seventh day test on all three – any wrong, move to ‘everyday’  

Drop knowledge:   

On blank paper: 

• Using notes, write down headers for the major areas you will be assessed on  

• Without notes, write down as much as you can underneath each header – i.e. write what you 
know  

• When you can no longer write anything, use your notes and complete all areas of the 
worksheet – the information you add now to your sheet should be in a different coloured pen  

• Review the areas of knowledge in the different coloured pen 
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How to use the Student Learning Environment 
(SLE).

Students should go to the Student Hub:

https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/student-hub/.

From here, they should click on ‘Student Learning Environment’.
Once logged in, using their school email and password, they will
see all their subjects listed and can click through to resources.



Topic:  Cell Biology.  Students learn about animal and plant cells;  bacteria and yeast 

cells; specialised cells and differentiation; microscopes and magnification; diffusion, 

osmosis, active transport, chromosomes, cell division and stem cells.

In this assessment, students will answer a range of short answer questions.

How to prepare:

Students should be completely up to date with their Sparx learning tasks which cover this topic.

Students will be directed to revision resources for this unit as Home Learning.  Lessons, resources and 

revision materials can all be found in the SLE.   Parents/carers could use these revision resources to quiz 

their child.   Students should look at units B1 Part 1 and B1 Part 2 

Equipment:  

Pen, pencil, ruler, calculator.
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Biology

Examples of revision resources 

available on the SLE



Topic:  KS3 cumulative assessment.  Questions will come from all the topics covered 

so far in Y7-9, as outlined below.

Multiple Choice Questions, short answer and longer response questions.

How to prepare:

Students will be set a revision task in Revision Fortnight which they can  find on the SLE.  Core topics are 

listed below.  Parents/carers could use the revision resources to quiz their child.  

Equipment:  

Pen, pencil, ruler, calculator.
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Chemistry

• State that everything is made of atoms and recall what they are 

• Describe what elements and compounds are 

• State that elements and compounds are represented by symbols; and use chemical symbols and formulae 

to represent elements and compounds 

• Write word equations and balanced symbol equations for chemical reactions, including using appropriate 

state symbols 

• Describe the difference between the plum pudding model of the atom and the nuclear model of the atom 

• State the relative charge of protons, neutrons and electrons and describe the overall charge of an atom 

• State the relative masses of protons, neutrons and electrons and describe the distribution of mass in an 

atom 

• Calculate the number of protons, neutrons and electrons in an atom when given its atomic number and 

mass number 

• Describe isotopes as atoms of the same element with different numbers of neutrons 

• Define the term relative atomic mass and why it takes into account the abundance of isotopes of the 

element 

• Calculate the relative atomic mass of an element given the percentage abundance of its isotopes 

• Describe how electrons fill energy levels in atoms, and represent the electron structure of elements using 

diagrams and numbers 

• Recall how the elements in the periodic table are arranged  

• Describe how elements with similar properties are placed in the periodic table 

• Explain why elements in the same group have similar properties and how to use the periodic table to 

predict the reactivity of elements 

• Describe the early attempts to classify elements  

• Explain the creation and attributes of Mendeleev's periodic table 

• Identify metals and non-metals on the periodic table, compare and contrast their properties  

• Explain how the atomic structure of metals and non-metals relates to their position in the periodic table 

• Describe noble gases (group 0) and explain their lack of reactivity 

• Describe the properties of noble gases, including boiling points, predict trends down the group and 

describe how their properties depend on the outer shell of electrons 

• Describe the reactivity and properties of group 1 alkali metals with reference to their electron 

arrangement and predict their reactions 

• Describe the properties of group 7 halogens and how their properties relate to their electron 

arrangement, including trends in molecular mass, melting and boiling points and reactivity 

• Describe the reactions of group 7 halogens with metals and non-metals 



Topic   Romeo and Juliet

There are two assessments in English, both based on Shakespeare’s famous play.

1. Analytical writing.  Write an analytical response based on an extract.  (30 marks)

2. Writing. Write a persuasive piece inspired by the text.(40 marks)

How to prepare:

Students do not need to do anything additional to revise for these assessments.  

You can help them by talking about the play using the prompts below.  

They should focus really hard in lessons and ask questions if they’re unsure about anything that they are 

learning.  

Equipment:  

Students need a writing pen (black ink is best) and a ruler.  
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English

Romeo and Juliet is a tragic love story 

where the two main characters, 

Romeo and Juliet, are supposed to be 

sworn enemies but fall in love.

Due to their families' ongoing conflict, 

they are banned from seeing each 

other, so they make a plan together, 

with devastating consequences.



Spring Term Y7-9

Word Definition Antonym

barbaric Savagely cruel or unsophisticated. civilized

subtle
So delicate or precise as to be difficult to analyze or 

describe.
obvious

conventional
Based on or in accordance with what is generally done or 

believed.
unconventional

unconventional
Not based on or conforming to what is generally done or 

believed.
conventional

blinkered Having or showing a limited outlook. open-minded

humility
A modest or low view of one's own importance; 

humbleness.
arrogance

hubristic Excessively proud or self-confident. humble

immoral Not conforming to accepted standards of morality. moral

moral Concerned with the principles of right and wrong behavior. immoral

inescapable Unable to be avoided or denied. avoidable

myopic Lacking imagination, foresight, or intellectual insight. farsighted

perpetual Never ending or changing. temporary

volatile
Liable to change rapidly and unpredictably, especially for 

the worse.
stable

vulnerable
Exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed, 

either physically or emotionally.
invulnerable

dehumanise Deprive of positive human qualities. humanise

fragility The quality of being easily broken or damaged. strength

marginalise
Treat (a person, group, or concept) as insignificant or 

peripheral.
include

misogynistic Strongly prejudiced against women. misandrist

internalise
Make (attitudes or behaviour) part of one's nature by 

learning or unconscious assimilation.
externalise

patriarchal
Relating to or characteristic of a system of society or 

government controlled by men.
matriarchal

7

English vocabulary

Students are not directly assessed on this 

vocabulary.  However, using more complex 

words will help lift the quality of their writing.
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Topic:   People and the Biosphere & Forests under Threat

In this assessment, students will answer a range of questions, including multiple choice, short answer, 

structured long answer and graph/data analysis.  We will also be checking their recall of facts relating to 

climate change and tectonics, which they learned about in years 7 and 8.

How to prepare:

Students can use the checklists available in the SLE to identify the topics that they may be tested on.  

They could review the lessons, starting first with the topics that they are least confident about.  There 

are revision resources in the SLE, including practice questions.

Equipment:  

Pen, pencil, ruler, calculator.

Geography
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Topic:  How did Hitler gain enough support to become Chancellor of Germany?
Students are learning about the Germany after the First World War, the problems of the Weimar 

Republic and why these and the Depression led to the Nazis gaining control in Germany.

The assessment includes a range of different types of question, including multiple choice, short answer 

and long answer questions.   

How to prepare:  Students should learn the information on the Topic Toolbox which is below. Students 

will be evaluating sources, so they need to make sure they engage fully in all preparation lessons and 

follow the technique guidance they are given.  Parent/carers  could watch Episode 1 of ‘Rise of the Nazis’ 

on BBC iPlayer with their child.

Equipment:  

Students need a writing pen and a ruler.  

History
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ICT



Topics:   Formulae; Construction; Circles and Cylinders; Rounding; 3-D shapes; 

Pythagoras' theorem; Ratio and Probability

Specific revision lists will be assigned to students in Bromcom (MCAS).    

How to prepare:

Students should make sure they’re fully up to date with Sparx because their Home Learning tasks are 

designed to prepare them for the test.  Revision lists indicate which Sparx units to select, for instruction 

and practice in each skill.

Equipment:  

Students need a writing pen, pencil,  ruler, calculator.
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Maths

French:  

leisure time, 

family/friends

German:  

school, leisure time

Spanish:  

holidays, leisure time

Students will also be assessed on the topic they are currently studying in class.

The assessment includes listening (to include dictation), reading + translation into and out of target 

language.

How to prepare:

Students will be given specific revision tasks for Revision Fortnight, with clear instructions on MCAS (My 

Child at School).  

They should focus really hard in lessons and ask questions if they’re unsure about anything that they are 

learning.  

Equipment:  

Students need a writing pen (black ink is best) and a ruler.  

MFL (French, German, Spanish)
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Music

Topic:  Aural identification of musical elements, & effective use of musical language.

In this assessment (closely modelled on the GCSE format), students will listen to music and respond with 

both 1/2 mark closed answer questions, as well as with extended written responses.

How to prepare:

Excellent engagement in lessons.   Students have been taught specific vocabulary and techniques which 

will help improve the quality of their writing. Students should also revise the instruments of the 

orchestra and how to identify the fundamental musical elements of a piece of music, including time 

signature, tonality and tempo.

For any piece of music students listen to, ask them to practise linking the effect of the music to an 

appropriate musical element, e.g.

“This piece of music sounds exciting owing to the fast tempo”

OR

“This piece of music is calming to listen to due to the soft dynamics”

Equipment:  

Pen, pencil, ruler.
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Topic:  Energy

In this assessment, students will answer a range of Multiple Choice questions and short answer 

questions.

How to prepare:

Students should be completely up to date with their Sparx learning tasks which cover this topic.

All the lessons for this unit, and revision resources, are in the Student Learning Environment (SLE):  Unit 

1 – Energy .  Students will be given specific revision resources to complete, during Revision Fortnight –

see below for an example.

Equipment:  

Pen, pencil, ruler, calculator.

Physics



Topic:  Christian Beliefs and Teachings

In this assessment, students will answer a range of different questions (multiple choice and short 

answer).

How to prepare:

Excellent engagement in class learning.   Use the revision resources folder in the SLE.  

Make sure students are familiar with the key terms on the Topic Toolbox.

Equipment:  

Pen, ruler.
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Religious Education (RE)

Key term Definition

Denomination
A distinct group within the Christian faith, with its own organisation and traditions – Catholic, 

Protestant, Orthodox

Omnipotent All-powerful

Omniscient All-knowing

Omnibenevolent All-loving

Trinity
The belief that there are three persons in the One God; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are 

separate, but are also one being

Holy Spirit The third person of the Trinity whom Christians believe is the inspiring presence of God in the world

The Word Term used at the beginning of John’s gospel to refer to God the Son

Incarnation Becoming flesh, taking human form

Resurrection Jesus rising from the dead on Easter day

Blasphemy A religious offence which includes claiming to be God

Crucifixion The execution and death of Jesus on Good Friday

Ascension The event, 40 days after the resurrection, when Jesus returned to God, the Father, in heaven

Afterlife What Christians believe follows life on earth

Day of Judgement A time when the world will end and every soul will be judged by God and rewarded or punished

Purgatory The intermediate state where souls are cleansed in order to enter heaven

Satan Name for the Devil – the power and source of evil

Sin Any action or thought that separates humans from God

Original Sin
An Augustine Christian doctrine that says that everyone is born with a built-in urge to do bad things 

and to disobey God

Salvation Saving the soul, deliverance from sin and admission to heaven brought about by Jesus

Grace
A quality of God which God shows to humans by providing love and support which they do not need 

to earn

Atonement Restoring the relationship between people and God through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus



Week 1 Week 2

M
o

n
d

a
y Maths:  20 mins Sparx

History: 20 mins making flashcards 

from the Topic Toolbox

Maths: 20 mins Sparx

History:  5 mins flashcards

RE:  5 mins flashcards

T
u

e
s

d
a

y

Drama:  rehearse characterisation 

RE:  20 mins making flashcards

MFL revision tasks 30 mins

Art/Design project work 20 mins

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y

Science:  30 mins Biology

Maths:  20 mins Sparx

Geography:  5 mins flashcards

Maths:  20 mins Sparx

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y Geography: 20 minutes – review 

topics and make flashcards on tricky 

areas.

Nan’s birthday tea – no revision 

today!  

F
ri

d
a

y

History:  5 mins flashcards

RE:  20 minutes making flashcards 

from the Topic Toolbox

Science:  30 mins Chemistry

History:  5 mins flashcards

RE:  5 mins flashcards

S
a

tu
rd

a
y

Football tournament!  

No revision today.

Check all equipment is ready for the 

week ahead. 

Geography:  5 mins flashcards

S
u

n
d

a
y Geography:  5 mins flashcards

Maths:  20 mins Sparx

MFL revision tasks 30 mins

Maths:  20 mins Sparx

Art/Design project work 30 mins
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Example only!  Every student timetable will differ.



Week 1 Week 2
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Revision Timetable



Assessments Today: Remember to bring:
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Assessment Week Timetable


