GEORGE ABBOT

George Abbot Bulletin

Message from Mrs Carriett: SCHOOL
Things to highlight today include:

e Please do read our Ofsted report sent to you on Wednesday and
feel free to share it and celebrate your child’'s great school.

e Dress-up day on Tuesday for World Book Day — please do encour-
age your child to joinin.

e Please join us for the World Book Day Fair after school on Tuesday,
it starts at 5.00pm. If you can't make it then, please do send your
child in with some unwanted books for others to enjoy.

e Reminder of the PTA quiz on Friday 14 March —Mr O’Sullivan will be
in full quizmaster mode! https://www.pta-events.co.uk/gapta/
index.cfm?event=event&eventld=91677

e Spring house clear out? The PTA are running a car boot sale on
Sunday 23 March from 9.00am-12.00pm. Why not book a parking
space here at school and profit from all that stuff you no longer
need? https://www.pta-events.co.uk/gapta/index.cfm?
event=event&eventld=89274

e Springwardrobe clear out? The sustainability team are running the IR . it N
much loved, pre-loved clothes sale on Thursday 3 April after Furemy s
school-maybe a wardrobe purge is needed?

¢ Lastly, Mrs Jennings, one of our PE staff, is on the run! She is completing her first London Marathon on
Sunday 27 April to raise money for the George Abbot School Support Fund. Thank you, Mrs Jennings! If
you are able to support her, please click the link below: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
jackie-jennings2025?utm_term=VZKXRDJQq

P.S. Monday 10 March is accelerated —all 4 lessonsand a 1.35pm close.

GEORGE ABBOT SCHQO.
Car ‘Boot Sale’

SUNDAY 23RD MARCH // 9AM-12PM

From £10 per individual pitch // £30 per business pitch
Refreshments available

World Book Day Celebration—Tuesday 11 March
Tickets for the World Book Day fair are still available on the MCAS portal, £5 for adults and £3 for students. If
you are a parent/carer who wishes to attend, please also dress up in literary theme for the fair!

RAG Week—17-21 March 2025

We are excited to announce that our annual RAG (Raising and Giving) Week will take place from 17-21 March.
Organised by our GA6 Student Leadership Team, this fantastic week is dedicated to "Uniting our school
community through fun, connection, and charitable generosity, making a positive impact together for mean-
ingful causes." This year, all funds raised will support: Sierra Leone Development and Relief, Show Racism the
Red Card and Shooting Star Children’s Hospice. Throughout the week, students can participate in a variety of
exciting activities during break times, including: Staff vs Students Sports Matches, Sponge the Teacher,
House Events and Confectionery Stalls.

We will also be holding theme-based days:
e Monday 17 March - St Patrick’s Day (wear green socks to school)
e Wednesday 19 March — Show Racism the Red Card (wear red socks to school)
e Friday 21 March - International Culture Mufti Day (celebrate the dress of your national culture, includ-
ing football shirts)

To take part, students will need to purchase tokens via My Child At School. These are capped at £10 per day,
but you can top up throughout the week. All money raised will go directly to our chosen charities. We enc.%l.(- %
age your child to ge@"ﬁ\volved and truly appreciate any support you can provide i in purchasing tokens. Thanky " N
you for helping us make RAG Week a success! ¢ '\ |
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Notices

Whole School

Week commencing 10 March = Week B
Week commencing 17 March =Week A

=  Dinner Money

The canteen provider is currently updating their till system to enable payments via
MCAS, this should be completed by Easter. Therefore, we ask you to continue to use
WisePay until Friday 4 April, we will close WisePay at 10am on this date. The dinner
money payment system will be worked on during the Easter holidays, ready for parents/
carers to start making payments via MCAS at the start of the Summer Term. We thank
you for your understanding during this transition.

=  MCAS inbox

When messaging school from the MCAS app, please can you ensure you address the
message to the staff member you are contacting. The system currently does not allow
us to see who messages should be sent to, and so this will help us to easily identify and
action messages.

=  Year 9 Parent Subject Meetings—Monday 10 March 2025

Please be reminded that school will be closing at 1.35pm on Monday 10 March for us to
conduct the Year 9 Parent Subject meetings. When the Parent Subject Meetings are for
a year group other than their own, students are expected to complete work set inde-
pendently at home during the afternoon. This work will be set via Bromcom and/or the
SLE.

Provision has been made for students who are unable to go home at this time. If you
wish for your son/daughter to remain supervised in school, please let us know by email-
ing curriculum@ageorgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk by close of school on Friday 7 March. It is
vital that we are forewarned of those who will be in attendance. If you notify us that your
child will be remaining in school and your arrangements change, it is essential that you
let us know of the change before 12.00pm on the day. Where we have been notified that
a student will be remaining in school, if they fail to arrive and register with Mrs Cordery
in Student Support in Moloney building, you will be contacted by a truancy call alert from
our attendance system. Therefore it is important that they register with Mrs Cordery in
Student Support in Moloney Building at 2.00pm if you have notified us that your son/
daughter is remaining in school.

Please be reminded that school buses will run at the usual times.

=  Year 10 RE and Year 11 - 13 Progress Support Meetings — Thursday 27 March
5.00pm — 7.00pm, online video appointments via SchoolCloud

We will be holding the above event on Thursday 27 March. The aim of the meeting is to

provide an opportunity for staff and parents to work together to support students

whose progress is of concern in their exam subjects, as we approach a key point in both

GCSE and A-Level courses. Please note that students are expected to attend the video

appointment with their parent/carer.

Appointments are by staff invitation only. We will only contact parents with appoint-
ments if subject teachers have concern about how:

e Year 10 students are working in the final year of their Religious Education course

e Year 12 students are progressing in the first year of their exam courses

e Year 11 or Year 13 students are working in their final year of their course

We will notify you via email no later than Thursday 20 March. You may also log in to
SchoolCloud system after this date to view your appointments.

If you do not receive notification requesting your attendance but you have concerns
about your son/daughter’s progress at this stage, please remember that you are able to
contact the subject teacher or Head of Department via email. Details of how to contact
individual members of staff can be found on the school website at http://
www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/contact-us.
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Whole School

Sixth Form

=  Educake Homework Platform

We are delighted to let you know that students who are studying ICT in Years 7,8 and 9,
for the remainder of this year, will be completing their ICT homework with Educake. Ed-
ucake is an exciting online platform that offers every student an opportunity to enhance
their understanding of ICT. All students have been set up with an account, that they
have been given in their ICT lessons either prior to or since half term, which includes a
Username and a password that they have reset themselves. We know that you want to
support your child's ICT progress so we've put together the below to explain how Edu-
cake works.

How does Educake work? Students will be set a weekly task or quiz, that will relate to
the current topic that they are studying in ICT. This will include a set of questions that
will be suitable for all abilities. Students are able to retake a quiz, once it has been com-
pleted, and the number of attempts that they take per question is visible to their teach-
er. Here is an example quiz, to show how a typical set of questions would look.

How can | help my child with their homework? We appreciate that you will of course
want to support your child with their home learning but please try not to help them with
a question until they've had a go first! It is really important that they complete their
homework independently, and that questions are marked as correct.

We hope you agree that Educake will play an exciting and important role in helping your
child’'s understanding, success and confidence in ICT to grow. If you have any questions,
please contact your child’s ICT teacher.

=  Student Finance Assembly

This week, we delivered a Student Finance presentation to Year 13 students interested
in going to University. The session covered key information on tuition fees, mainte-
nance loans, repayment plans, and financial support available for university.

To keep you informed, we have attached the presentation for your reference. We en-
courage you to review it with your child and discuss any questions they may have as
they prepare for their next steps.
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Community Notices

Guildford Cricket Club are running a number of cricket masterclasses for club and non-club members to at-
tend. For more information, please see the flyers attached here.
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Spring cleaning? It's coming around again - the George Abbot
Preloved Clothes saleI

Clothes and Second hand Uniform Sale to be held on Thursday 3 ApriI. The money we g
earn from these sales is spent on sustainability related actions or sustainability en-
richment opportunities in the school.

PTA Building a stronger home-school community GE“RGE ABB“T CHm]I.
Today is the last chance to buy tickets for our quiz night! Car (BOOt Sale

Coming up next, we have our fabulous car boot sale - just £10 per pitch if
you buy in advance, £12 on the day.

All details at pta-events.co.uk/gapta.
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From £10 per individual pitch // £30 per business pitch
Refreshments available
For more information www.pta-events.co.uk/gapta

George Abbot School, Woodruff Ave, GU1 1XX
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Online Tips and Resources

We have seen an increase in reports of children using websites such as Omegle or OMETV. This site allows
use to talk to strangers online. Please see the graphic below for more information. Other alternative sites
include: Chaturbate, Bazoocam, Chatspin, FaceFlow, Shagle, Paltalk, Chatroulette, Chatous, Emarld Chat,
Camsurf, and Flingster.

Most internet service providers have a function which allows parental control on the household internet. Be-
low are links as to how to do this on the most common providers in the UK:

https://ee.co.uk/help/broadband/getting-started/using-parental-controls

https://www.bt.com/help/security/how-to-keep-your-family-safe-online-with-bt-parental-controls

-an

https://www.sky.com/help/articles/sky-wifi-max-parental-controls

https://www.sky.com/help/articles/sky-broadband-shield-using

https://www.virginmedia.com/help/security/parental-controls

https://www.plus.net/help/broadband/how-to-use-plusnet-safequard/

https://community.talktalk.co.uk/t5/Keeping-your-Family-Safe/bd-p/kfshub

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/contentcontrolpage/vfb-force-choice-page.html

At National Online Safety, we bell mpowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the Information to hold an Informed conversation about online s eir children, should they fee
itls needed. This gulde focuse: of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationaloniinesatety.com for f , hints and tips for adults.
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Focus on: Careers and Work Experience

As part of National Careers week all students in Years 7 — 11 have had a form time dedicated to Unifrog. This
is the web platform that all George Abbot students’ have access to both now and for several years after they
have completed their education here.

Unifrog has a vast array of information on careers, apprenticeships, further and higher education and much,
much more. Students can raise their own CVs and store them on the site for future amendment and use,
write their university personal statements and participate in their own personality and skills quizzes. It is such
a user friendly and interactive platform.

As staff, we have access to numerous assemblies and lesson plans. Equally we run the whole Year 12 work
experience programme through it, including journals for students to complete with information about their
placement that they can then refer back to for job applications and personal statements.

All students should have received an email from Unifrog with details on how to log in. If they have lost this
they simply need to go to www.unifrog.org / Signin / and then click on the Reset password / Resend welcome
email link.

How timely, this year’s Year 12 work experience week is during National Careers Week!

Using our new Unifrog platform we have 85% of our Year 12 students with work experience, which is an ex-
cellent result. Although a steep learning curve for the careers team, employers, students and parents it cer-
tainly seems to have stream-lined the application process for all.

We have students out at a number of bespoke placements for example
with a boat building company, at hospitals, with large London based fi-
nance and communications companies, veterinary practices and The -
Oval to name just a few. Unl

1od

However, we do understand that finding a placement can be a struggle;
therefore, for those students without a placement we have provided in-
formation and links to virtual work experience placements and other ca-
reer-related tasks to complete from home.

CAREERS ... at George Abbot

EXPLORE ACHIEVE

Careers

Careers opportunities: https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/careers-opportunities/

Apprenticeship opportunities: https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/apprenticeship-opportunities/

IMAG RGS Career Convention—Friday 25 April, 6.30pm-8.30pm

Take advantage of the opportunity to connect with over 80 delegates from various industry sectors.
This event will provide you with valuable information and help students explore exciting career opportuni-
ties. Employers will be present to inspire them about different industries and the career paths they offer.
We hope this event will kickstart or rejuvenate your child’'s thinking about the future; “Pointing you in the
right direction, wherever you're heading. Sign up here: https://www.imag.education/events

George Abbot School, Woodruff Avenue, Guildford, GU1 1XX
01483 888000 - www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
DSL: Mrs T Young - dsl@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
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