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George Abbot Bulletin 

Headteacher’s Message       21 June 2024 

As I write, the formal GCSE and A Level exam season is almost at an end. GCSEs have concluded with the 

last 2 exams having taken place on Wednesday of this week. A Levels are almost over, too - 2 exams today 

and then just one left on Monday afternoon. The annual external exam spell somewhat drives the rhythm of 

school and is on a mammoth scale here at George Abbot. 33 external invigilators are deployed, 2 halls and 2 

gyms are utilised for two months and 13 classrooms support as venues for access arrangements or exam cohorts 

where technology is required. Year 7s vacate their playground to minimise noise in the vicinity and I pray for minimal 

wet breaks. Organising all of that is quite a feat and I want to thank Mrs Gibbons, Mrs Mainee and Mr O'Sullivan and our 

army of invigilators for making it all happen so seamlessly for our students. You are all so very much appreciated.  

 

Year 10 and Year 12 are now half way through their exams - keeping the halls and gyms bedecked with exam desks and 

getting the mocks done next works, both logistically and academically. The mock exams conclude on Monday 1  July and I 

urge both of those year groups to keep working - steady and ongoing revision is a strategy that is absolutely necessary 

and as they enter their final exam year must continue throughout. 

 

Around the serious exam business, other year groups are entering one of the best times of the school year. This week, 

the first group of Year 7s have been to visit Strawberry Hill, one of Britain's finest Georgian Gothic houses; the day was a 

perfect weather one. We hosted the GAbbot Sprints, with 6 local secondary schools joining us. I am actually quite com-

petitive, which for some reason surprises some people (!) and am therefore, delighted to say that Year 7 boys and girls, 

Year 9 boys and girls, Year 10 boys and girls all won and Year 8 boys and girls came third. I was exceedingly proud of them 

all. Seeing them hurtling round the track with utter focus and determination on their faces was a complete joy. The DofE 

Silver Expedition is underway on Exmoor with all teams making excellent progress. 

 

Next week, we welcome our new staff on Monday for their induction day, a team of Interns who will experience the world 

of education for three weeks, our Year 11s for their Year 12 Induction Day on Tuesday as well as the Year 8 Parent Sub-

ject meeting early school closure on 25 June. Our Year 11 have their Prom on Wednesday evening - it is set to be a glam-

orous affair much anticipated by staff and students annually. On Thursday our Year 12s meet some of the George Abbot 

alumni who return to talk about their university and early career experiences and share their learning and top tips for 

success. Friday brings our whole school INSET day, interspersed by our Year 13 leavers' assembly at 10.30am and their 

Prom on Friday evening. This year, they are appropriating The Harbour Hotel - probably not the best choice for any par-

ents seeking a quiet Friday drink on this occasion. 

 

All of that is followed by the big Phantom of the Opera week - performances on 2/3/4/5 July. Tickets are on general re-

lease as of Monday. PLEASE come along and see the extraordinary achievements of our students - student orchestra, 

student cast, student backstage and lighting crews. It remains an annual marvel that cannot be missed! Prizegiving takes 

place for Years 7-10 on Wednesday 3 July - a moment to celebrate those students whose progress and academic excel-

lence have been exceptional this year. That week also hosts our Year 6 Induction Days; the school remains very over-

subscribed, not least as siblings have priority in our admissions arrangements. Thank you to all those of you with little 

ones joining us next year for trusting us with your emerging teenagers.  

 

....still leaving a long list of events before the end of term: 

• PE visit to St Mary's University 

• A Wimbledon visit for some lucky tennis players 

• Our inaugural Science Festival for Year 8 

• The return of the preloved clothes sale 

• The Year 12 visit to Portsmouth University 

• The Visual Arts Exhibition 

• Sports Day 

• Our German Exchange friends visiting our school 

• DofE Gold expedition 

• A cricket trip to Worcester, taking in a T20 Blast 

• House Week including bowling and colour runs and much more... 

• GAbbot Fest 

• Sports Awards 

 

George Abbot is proud of our focus on your child as a person as well as on your child's academic development; on your 

child's wellbeing, cultural development and enjoyment as well as their academic achievements. We know how important 

school days truly are. 

 

Kate Carriett 

Headteacher 
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Notices Week commencing 24 June = Week B 

Week commencing 1 July = Week A 

Whole School  Prizegiving—Wednesday 3 July  

We will be holding Prizegiving assemblies on Wednesday 3 July and parents/carers of 

students who have been nominated for a prize are free to attend. Invites will be send 

next week.  

 

 Early closure for Year 8 Parent Subject Meetings—Tuesday 25 June  

Please be reminded that school will be closing at 1.35pm on Tuesday 25 June for us to 

conduct the Year 8 Parent/Teacher consultation meetings.  

 

 Bus passes for September 2024 

Surrey County Council bus passes for next academic year can be collected from Recep-

tion at break times from Monday 10 June.  

 

 Film viewing: Everybody’s Talking about Jamie 

As part of LGBTQ+ Month, on Wednesday 26 June, we are offering for students in Year 

8-12 the chance to watch Everybody's Talking about Jamie from 3:15pm-5:30pm. 

Drinks and snacks welcomed! 

Year 11  Year 11 Prom 2024 

Prom is on Wednesday 26 June at Pine Ridge Golf Club, Frimley from 7pm - 10pm. Dress 

Code: Formal. Snack buffet provided. Students should make their own way to the venue 

and aim to arrive from 7pm onwards. Parents/carers will have a designated area outside 

the venue where they are welcome to watch students arrive and take photos until ap-

prox 8pm, after which we request that the area be cleared. Please arrange onward 

transport for your child promptly at or before 10pm.  

 

Only Year 11 students and George Abbot staff will be allowed inside the venue. Year 11 

Prom is strictly alcohol free, and students that appear intoxicated will be denied entry. 

Prom is a ticketed event, on sale only through WisePay. All right of admission are re-

served. 

 

 Year 11 Revision Guides and Uniform 

Please help us with our sustainability vision by donating any no-longer-needed GCSE 

revision guides and school uniform - just drop them into reception and we will do the 

rest! 

GabbotFest is back!  
 

 

Our yearly school festival, where we come together to celebrate 

our community and raise money for local and national charities 

and for school environment improvements is happening on Fri-

day 12 July. The festival is made up of village fete style stalls, live 

music, games, food and drinks. We are running a cashless festival 

where WisePay contributions are exchanged for tokens (50p a 

token), which will be a different colour to previous events, and will 

be issued to students on the morning of the Festival during tutor 

time. Please note the deadline for buying tokens is Tuesday 9 July 

in order to give us time to organise the tokens ready for handing 

out. If you have any WisePay queries, please email fi-

nance@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk. Please note, any unspent 

tokens will not be refunded as the money is being donated to 

charity.  
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Focus on: Bronze DofE complete! 
A big well done to all 21 teams of Year 9 students who successfully completed the Bronze DofE Assessment 

expedition in Wiltshire! They had some ideal weather, but had to tackle lots of overgrown footpaths, fields of 

cows and some pretty severe hayfever! Several members of the public stopped staff on checkpoints to com-

ment on the positive encounters they had with George Abbot students while out walking. The DofE Award 

would not be possible without the support of staff, DofE volunteers and parents so thanks to all who made 

this expedition happen.  

Year 11  Activate Learning (Guildford College, Merrist Wood, Farnham College) Orienta-

tion Days (a reminder)  

All applicants who have been offered a place have been invited to attend an Orientation 

Day. Our Orientation Days are tailored to provide our future students with essential 

insights into campus life, the academic programme, and the opportunities that will be 

available at Activate Learning.   

 

Please encourage your students to book a place if they haven’t done so already. Places 

can be booked by following the link: Orientation Day - Activate Learning  

Year 9  

Year 8  Reminder: Colour Run 

The Year 8 team are organising a colour run festival for Tuesday 9 July during period 4 

on the school field. Students will have the opportunity to make core memories with 

their peers at school as part of an activities week at the end of the school year. For more 

information, please see the email sent 18 June. Deadline for payment is Monday 24 

June. 

https://www.activatelearning.ac.uk/orientation-day/
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Online safety resources 
Click the images below for more information: 

Focus on: Celebrating Running talent  
We are delighted to report that that one of our students, Imogen F, has won double GOLD at this 

year’s Surrey School Championships in the Inter-girls 1500m steeplechase AND Inter-girls 1500m flat. Her 

qualifying times mean she has been selected to represent George Abbot and Team Surrey at this summer’s 

prestigious English Schools Track and Field Championships. Congratulations and good luck Imogen, we are 

so proud of you! 

https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/social-media-mental-health.pdf
https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/media-use-and-attitudes-report-2024.pdf
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Careers 

Careers opportunities: https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/careers-opportunities/ 

Apprenticeship opportunities: https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/apprenticeship-opportunities/ 

Work Experience opportunities: https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/work-experience/ 

A member of Learning Partners Academy Trust 
A company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales, company number 08303773 

George Abbot School, Woodruff Avenue, Guildford, GU1 1XX 

01483 888000  -  www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Pre-loved clothes sale - Friday 5 July 
Looking for something new for your wardrobe? We are looking forward to welcoming you 

to our pre-loved clothes sale on Friday 5 July in Elmslie Gyms. Open to the wider school 

community from 4.00pm-5.00pm. Cash and card purchases welcome. See you there! 

Phoenix Youth Productions are offering GA 

a special £10 ticket promotion for the Fri-

day evening and Saturday Matinee perfor-

mances. To book, use this link: 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/pyp-

presents-beauty-and-the-beast/rhoda-

mcgaw-theatre-woking/calendar/?

cr=BBOFFER 

https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/careers-opportunities/
https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/apprenticeship-opportunities/
https://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk/work-experience/
http://www.georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/pyp-presents-beauty-and-the-beast/rhoda-mcgaw-theatre-woking/calendar/?cr=BBOFFER
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/pyp-presents-beauty-and-the-beast/rhoda-mcgaw-theatre-woking/calendar/?cr=BBOFFER
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/pyp-presents-beauty-and-the-beast/rhoda-mcgaw-theatre-woking/calendar/?cr=BBOFFER
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/pyp-presents-beauty-and-the-beast/rhoda-mcgaw-theatre-woking/calendar/?cr=BBOFFER

