
Base Line Test

Your Art & Design journey starts here ...

Introduction to Art and Design: 
What do you already know about Art?

GCSE
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CURRICULUM JOURNEY

ART & DESIGN

What can I do with Art qualifications?

• Architecture
• Creative technologies
• Fashion
• Interior design
• Web and digital design
• Textile design and 

manufacture 
• Graphic communication 

Animation

• Conservation and 
restoration

• History of Art curation 
and education

• Film and television
• Product design
• Photography
• 3D design
• Advertising

• Marketing
• Journalism
• Set design
• Animation 
• Illustrator
• Computer 

visualisations 
• Curator
• Digital media

Alongside weekly Art and Design 
lessons Year 7 students will 
study Textile Design and Graphic 
Communication on rotation. 

In Textile Design students will 
acquire knowledge and skills in 
weaving following the theme of 
‘Rock pools and Shorelines’  with 
a focus on:

• Colour, Shape, Textures, 
Materials and Techniques. 

In Graphic communication 
students will acquire skills in 
Character design following a 
Mascot project theme.

YEAR

7
Project 
Theme: 

Identity

Project theme: 

‘Crafty 
Bugs’ (Craft 
and Culture)

Project theme:

‘Contemporary 
Issues’ 

Learning focuses on acquiring the knowledge and 
understanding of:
- Symbolism in Art and Design
- The power and influence of Frida Kahlo 
- Observational drawings of symbolic objects
Key question: How do artists represent their identity in Art?

Learning focuses on acquiring knowledge and 
understanding of:
- The work of Friedensreich Hundertwasser
- Collaboration with peers 
- Composition in Art and Design
- Colour theory 

Learning focuses on acquiring the knowledge and understanding of:
- The skills and techniques using clay
- A personal response to the theme of Identity. 

Identity – Symbolism

Identity - Portraiture 

Art and Design: Fine Art, Photography, 
Textile Design, Graphic Communication

Learning focuses on acquiring the knowledge and skills of:
- Drawing from direct observation 
- Recording facial features accurately 
- Analysis of contemporary and historical portrait artists
Key Question: Does a portrait have to look exactly like the person?

Learning focuses on building foundation skills 
using three-dimensional media and techniques. 
Students will take inspiration from the designer 
Phillip Treacy and artist Peter Chang.

Learning focuses on building 
foundation skills in compositional 
drawing and building an 
understanding of the four design 
concepts:
- Detail, Layer, Scale and Repeat
- Analysis of relevant artists

Learning focuses on building foundation skills in:
- Analysing the work of Yinka Shonibare and Yayoi Kusuma. 
- Compositional drawing
- Reductive printing

Learning focuses on 
acquiring the knowledge 
and understanding of:
- Analysing the work of 
Alexander Calder
- Working in three-
dimensional media 

Project theme: 

Bugs’ (Craft 
and Culture)

YEAR

8 Understanding the wider world 
(Craft and Culture) - Crafty Bugs

Contemporary Issues and Popular Culture

Assessment Objectives:
AO1, AO2, AO3. AO4

Alongside weekly Art and Design 
lessons Year 8 students will study 
Photography on rotation.

Students will explore the theme of 
‘Small world’ and ‘Surreal Collage 
and build skills and knowledge in:

• Developing ideas through research

• Composition

• Camera skills

• Lighting

• Photoshop – Editing and 
experimental skills

• Evaluating

‘Contemporary ‘Contemporary YEAR

9

In Year 9 Students will develop their own personal 
ideas and interests of the topic in preparation for GCSE

Learning focuses 
on developing skills 
in observational 
drawing.

Learning focuses on developing the knowledge 
and understanding of:
- Analysing artwork by the artist Grayson Perry
- Compositional drawings
- The four design concepts – Layer, Scale, 
Repeat and Detail

AO3: Record ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions as work progresses.

Learning focuses on developing
three-dimensional skills 
working with papier mache to 
produce a ceremonial vessel. 

Alongside weekly Art and 
Design lessons Year 9 students 
will study Textile Design and 
Graphic Communication on 
rotation. 

In Textile Design students 
will explore the theme of 
‘Contemporary print – 
Architectural detail’. 

Students will develop their 
knowledge in:

• Colour
• Shape
• Layers
• Pattern
• Printing layout
• Block printing & Critical and 

Contextual analysis. 

In Graphic Communication 
students will complete a ‘Digital 
Skills Project’. Students will 
develop skills in:

• Research
• Character design
• Illustrator, Photoshop and 

Critical and Contextual 
analysis. 

AQA - COMPONENT 1
Portfolio
60% of overall GCSE grade
• A sustained project developed 

in response to a theme.

• A selection of skills based 
work created in response 
to the Art and Design 
assessment objectives. 

AQA - COMPONENT 2 
Externally set assessment (ESA) 
40% of overall GCSE grade
January Year 11: 7 starting points 
to choose from, differing each year. 
Students have until April to build a body 
of work covering all of the assessment 
objectives based around their chosen 
starting point. At the end students will 
sit a 10 hour exam over 2 days.

AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of 
sources.

Art and Design: Fine Art, Photography, Textile Design, Graphic Communication

A-LEVEL

Assessment Objectives:
AO1, AO2, AO3. AO4

AQA - COMPONENT 1
Personal Investigation
60% of overall A-Level grade
• A sustained project focused 

on a personal investigation 
that develops a response to a 
theme.

• A selection of skills based 
work created in response 
to the Art and Design 
assessment objectives. 

AQA - COMPONENT 2 
Externally set assessment (ESA) 
40% of overall A-Level grade
February Year 13: 8 starting points 
to choose from, differing each year. 
Students have until April to build a body 
of work covering all of the assessment 
objectives based around their chosen 
starting point. 

At the end students will sit a 15 hour 
exam over 3 days.

Art and Design GCSE and A-Level: Areas of study

FINE ART GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION PHOTOGRAPHY TEXTILE DESIGN

• Drawing
• Painting
• Sculpture
• Installation
• Printmaking
• Mixed-media
• Photography and 

moving image
• Lens and light-based media

• Communication 
graphics 

• Advertising and
branding

• Typography
• Package design
• Multi-media

• Portraiture/ landscape/ 
studio/ documentary/ 
fashion photography

• Installation
• Photo-journalism
• Moving image
• Film and video animation 
• A-Level students will have 

access to the darkroom 
studio for film and chemical 
processes.

• Fashion design and 
illustration

• Constructed textiles
• Painted and dyed textiles
• Surface pattern
• Stitched and embellished 

textiles
• Fashion and costume design 

and or textiles for interiors

GCSE AND A-LEVEL 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR – 
• Intervention and catch-up 

sessions

• Independent study

• Skills based workshops

• Gallery visits and trips

• Competitions

Fine Art, Graphic Communication, 
Photography and Textile Design

AO2: Refine work by 
exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
       materials, techniques 
                and processes.

AO4: Present a personal 
and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding 
of visual language.


